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Introduction
This pack has been designed to support your visit to The Watermill 
to watch our production of The Jungle Book.

Your feedback is most welcome, please email 
(outreach@watermill.org.uk) or call us on 01635 570934.

Don’t forget that we offer workshops on most aspects of drama, 
and visit many schools in the surrounding area to work with 
students and teachers. For an education brochure, please visit the 
Outreach pages on our website, or contact us.

We hope you find the pack useful.

This pack was written and designed by Matty Green with input from Heidi Bird, Lixi Chivas, 
Angharad Arnott-Phillips and the cast & crew of The Jungle Book

Matty Green
Outreach Assistant
Email: outreach@watermill.org.uk | Tel: 01635 570934

The Watermill Theatre
Bagnor, Newbury, Berks RG20 8AE
www.watermill.org.uk

http://www.watermill.org.uk/
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The Jungle Book:
A short synopsis

A Synopsis is a brief summary of all the major points within a story. It will 
usually tell us about the characters, where the story is set and an outline of the 
adventures that the characters will go on.

There are lots and lots of different versions of The Jungle Book, as it is over 130 
years old. This synopsis is specifically for The Watermill’s version this Winter.

The story starts with Mowgli (as an adult) cooking at a market stall. 
Tabaqui the jackal enters and begins telling a story – The Jungle 
Book! Tabaqui's story starts with a wolf pack about to hunt for their 
dinner, when Tabaqui passes, also hunting, and tells them Shere 
Khan the tiger will be hunting on their grounds for the next few 
nights. The wolves remind him this breaks the Law of the Jungle. A 
child’s cry is then heard, and a human child (the ‘man cub’) is 
discovered by the wolf pack. Tabaqui calls for Shere Khan who arrives 
and demands for the child to be given to him to eat. The wolves deny 
this, to take Mowgli in as their own. Shere Khan reminds them that 
when the man cub is grown enough to fend for themselves, they’ll 
have to be presented to the Wolf Council.

The man cub spends years growing up and learning as a part of the 
Wolf Pack, but begins to question why they are different. When they 
are old enough, they are brought before the Wolf Pack Council. Mum 
Wolf names the child Mowgli and says Mowgli is like one of her own 
cubs to her. Shere Khan then claims that the cub belongs to him as 
king of the jungle, and warns the head Councillor that humans are a 
threat to them. As the Councillor is about to make his decision, Baloo 
bursts in! Bagheera is close behind. They explain they will look after
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The Jungle Book:
A short synopsis
Act 1

and bring up Mowgli, to make sure no harm comes to the Jungle and 
the other animals. Baloo believes that no harm can come from a 
human child, if raised well (and offers the wolf leader a piece of her 
special steak recipe!). Mowgli, Baloo and Bagheera become a family. 
Shere Khan and Tabaqui make a secret, shady deal.

Over the next few years, Baloo and Bagheera teach Mowgli the ways 
of the Jungle. They teach them not to harm any creature no matter 
how large or small, which they one day nearly do when they hurt a 
dung beetle. Mowgli continues to wonder if there are other people 
that look like them. Bagheera promises to tell them in the future. 
One day, Mowgli gets cross about this and runs away. They find a fire, 
and meets Tabaqui for the first time. Tabaqui explains he is scared of 
the fire (the Red Flower), but Mowgli thinks it is beautiful and 
exciting. Tabaqui catches fire and Mowgli puts it out, which means 
Tabaqui begins to see Mowgli as a friend. Suddenly Mowgli is flung 
into the air and kidnapped by monkeys!

Tabaqui rushes to tell Baloo and Bagheera that Mowgli has been 
taken, but they don’t believe him, knowing he is friends with Shere 
Khan. Baloo points out that if the monkeys have taken Mowgli, they 
might drag them to the city where they might see other humans, but 
Bagheera still doesn’t believe Tabaqui, who decides to save Mowgli 
himself. The monkeys have taken Mowgli to a party, to be used as a 
decoration. The monkeys are fascinated by humans, and pretend to 
be them. Mowgli then spots other humans in the city.

This is where Act 1 ends for the interval.
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The Jungle Book:
A short synopsis
Act 2

The monkeys start to fall asleep, tired out. Mowgli is watching the 
monkeys around them and the humans far away. The monkeys hear 
Kaa the python coming, and run away. Kaa hypnotises them! He gets 
them to free Mowgli, and plans to eat the hypnotised monkeys. 
Baloo and Bagheera burst in and are relieved to see Mowgli is okay. 
Mowgli asks about Kaa and Bagheera explains he’s nothing to do 
with them. Kaa says goodbye and the three head home.

Shere Khan is then seen having a nightmare about being trapped in a 
cage and having to dance for humans.

Whilst Mowgli is asleep, Baloo and Bagheera look for a safe place to 
hideout from Shere Khan. Tabaqui appears and reveals that he was 
the one who asked Kaa for help to save Mowgli, and then suggests 
that Bagheera tells Mowgli where they come from. As they argue, 
Mowgli runs off towards the city. Mowgli finds themself surrounded 
by attention and people, and becomes extremely frightened.

Later, Mowgli is back with Baloo and Bagheera, who are making 
dinner. They explain to Mowgli about their past, and how they came 
to be looking after Mowgli. They then ask Mowgli how they’re 
feeling, who explains they don’t feel they fit in. Baloo says that they 
don’t know the story of where Mowgli came from, but that she and 
Bagheera hope to see Mowgli build their own story starting from 
their time with the wolves. A small fire starts near them, which they 
are afraid of, and Baloo and Bagheera go to find some water to put it 
out. Mowgli watches the fire, when Shere Khan finds them.

Shere Khan has Tabaqui with him, and Mowgli realises Tabaqui has
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The Jungle Book:
A short synopsis
Act 2

given away their location. As Shere Khan prepares to attack Mowgli, 
Bagheera and Baloo appear and fight Shere Khan, whilst Tabaqui and 
Mowgli run away. Mowgli runs through the jungle and calls out for 
help from the other creatures. 

Shere Khan overpowers Baloo and Bagheera, and tells Mowgli if they
surrender then he’ll let them go. Mowgli however has united all of 
the animals in the jungle, and uses the ‘Red Flower’ to cause a 
stampede and a large fire, which stops Shere Khan’s attack. The fire 
gets out of hand and Tabaqui tries to stop it, as Mowgli realises 
they’ve gone too far. Once the fire is out, Mowgli and Tabaqui 
apologise to each other. Mowgli forgives Shere Khan and the two 
recognise they have similarities.

Mowgli decides that the Jungle isn’t ready for humans to live in it as 
they are destructive. They decide to leave the Jungle, which Baloo 
and Bagheera are sad about but understand is what Mowgli feels is 
the best thing to do. They ask Mowgli to tell the stories of the Jungle 
to the humans so they can learn to be kind. Tabaqui and Mowgli 
leave for the city together, as friends.

Years later, Mowgli is back at the market stall as an adult where they 
were at the beginning. Tabaqui is finishing telling the story. He says 
that he often visits Mowgli, and then Baloo joins them to share some 
food, after giving Mowgli a big hug!
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Meet the Characters
Mowgli

Mowgli is a fun loving cheeky young person who grows 
from a young cub to a young teenager. Through 
adventure they undergo many experiences and 
discoveries that generate emotions which ultimately 
affect their relationship with their family and the 
jungle. Eventually Mowgli questions their identity and 
seeks answers from those around them. With 
unsuccessful results, frustration leads them to the edge 
of the jungle where they discover humanity for the first 
time and quest to find their identity. 

Bagheera

Bagheera is a black panther, which makes her very 
strong. She loves to read and is very studious. She 

loves teaching Mowgli all about the Jungle and has a 
deep connection to nature and all of its history and 

wisdom. She is caring and kind and has a very silly side 
when she is with Baloo!

Baloo

Baloo the bear always looks on the bright side of life 

and finds joy in everything she does. She’s an eternal 

optimist.

She’s loyal, upbeat and lots of fun. She’s also always 

hungry and loves nothing more than a termite and 

honey sandwich, followed by some ice cream! 
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Meet the Characters
Shere Khan

Shere Khan is the lone tiger of the Seeonee

Hills. He considers himself to be the rightful 

king, although this is not accepted by many of 

the jungle’s inhabitants. He was once caged and 

treated poorly by humans, which has taught 

him to both fear and dislike them. 

Tabaqui

Tabaqui is a cheeky jackal, who lives between 

the worlds of humans and animals. He tells 

stories and is always looking for food. Tabaqui is 

curious, very silly, and likes telling stories with 

the help of his ukulele.

Kaa

Kaa is a solitary snake on the edge of society. He 

has few friends (if any) and is terribly 

misunderstood, but he is at peace. 
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Meet the Cast

Peter Ashmore
(playing Shere Khan)

Alexander Bean
(playing Kaa)

What similarities or differences do you have with Shere 

Khan?

Hopefully only a few! Khan often fears what he does not 

understand, which I think we can all be guilty of some 

times. But he is, at the end of our story at least, capable of 

change and insight, which I hope I also am. ,

If you had to live in nature, where would you want to live?

I love a good cold winter and a beautiful summer, so I’ll say 

the Rocky Mountains, where you can get both. 

Your favourite animal!

Cats. They’re hilarious.

What similarities or differences do you have with Kaa?

I genuinely enjoy my own company too and I am often 

misunderstood. 

If you had to live in nature, where would you want to live?

Tropics… because then I can live in the Caribbean! 

Your favourite animal!

Panda, because we are both incredibly relaxed about life. 
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Guido Garcia Lueches
(playing Tabaqui)

Philippa Hogg
(playing Bagheera)

Meet the Cast

What similarities or differences do you have with Bagheera?

I also love the outdoors, travelling and adventuring. I love to 

read and learn more about our beautiful planet and how 

everything is connected. 

I am definitely very silly (probably even more so than 

Bagheera!) and share her delight in caring for people.

If you had to live in nature, where would you want to live?

I would live in the mountains. I love trekking and getting high 

up in the hills! I also love the snow in the winter and 

swimming in the mountain lakes in the Summer, so that 

combination would make me very happy.

Your favourite animal!

Turtles. I love how ancient they are, and how slow and 

peaceful they are.

What similarities or differences do you have with Tabaqui?

I am also very silly and curious, and love telling stories. It's 

why I became an actor. I might be a little better than Tabaqui 

at making friends, as he's a bit awkward with that. Well, I can 

be awkward as well. We're not that different, Tabaqui and I.

If you had to live in nature, where would you want to live?

Definitely the beach for me. Somewhere warm, with 

translucent water and not too many people around. 

Your favourite animal!

I love unicorns. I'm all about the magic and the sparkles. 

Other mythical creatures I love: werewolves, centaurs, Panda 

bears, sloths.
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Rowena Lennon
(playing Baloo)

Karishma Young
(playing Mowgli)

Meet the Cast
What similarities or differences do you have with Baloo?

I’m a positive, friendly person – just like Baloo – optimism is 

a characteristic of mine for sure. Baloo is also silly and always 

up for a giggle – we very much have that in common.

If you had to live in nature, where would you want to live?

Oh gosh this is a tough question! I love travelling and am 

lucky enough to have travelled the world with my work. If I 

had to choose, I think I would go for a tropical jungle – with 

so many beautiful, incredible creatures as your neighbours –

you’d be surrounded by friends.

Your favourite animal!

Dogs – they are loyal, loving and always up for an adventure. 

Love them!

What similarities or differences do you have with Mowgli?

I am similar to Mowgli in that I enjoy communicating through 

dance and movement as this is my passion and way of 

expressing. Mowgli discovers much depth to their 

personality as I feel I am doing as a young person entering 

adulthood. Having never worked as an actor I have been 

plunged into a new environment full of new discoveries just 

like Mowgli when discovering humans for the first time. My 

differences to Mowgli include being much more reserved 

and cautious with the benefit of hindsight. 

If you had to live in nature, where would you want to live?

I really really love being in nature so this is a difficult 

question, but I think I would choose the woods as I love the 

peace and tranquillity of trees. They make me feel very calm. 

Your favourite animal!

I have many favourite animals including dolphins, doe’s and 
elephants but my favourite of all animal would be baby 
elephants as they are smart yet incredibly cute. 



The animals of 
the Jungle
Bear
A bear is a large mammal, and the species found in India are the 
Himalayan Black Bear, Brown Bear and Sloth Bear. They mostly eat 
fruit, plants and insects, and tend to keep themselves to themselves, 
besides when they are looking after children, or playing!

Jackal
Jackals are similar to wolves, in that they are a species of wild dog, 
but they are much smaller and behave differently. They live in groups, 
often two parents and their children, and eat fruit, insects and small 
mammals.

Monkey
There are lots of species of monkeys found in India, but the most 
commonly seen are the Langur monkeys. They live in cities as well as 
the forests, and have well adapted to this life, often stealing food and 
belongings from locals and tourists!

Panther
Black panthers are melanistic (black) variations of jaguars and 
leopards. They are solitary animals, which means they spend nearly all 
of their time alone, meeting other panthers only to mate. Female 
panthers train their young to hunt, and teach them other survival 
skills. They are carnivores, so only eat meat- usually small mammals.

Snake
Snakes come in a huge range of shapes, sizes and colours. Kaa is an 
Indian Python, which eat birds, reptiles and small mammals. They are 
very calm and lazy, and don't really attack anyone or anything. They 
live near water and sometimes go for a swim!

Tiger
Bengal Tigers also lead solitary lives, only meeting other tigers to 
mate, or sometimes share food. They are carnivores and look after 
their own home areas closely, well aware of where other tigers and 
animals live. Tigers are extremely endangered, which means there 
aren’t many left in the world, and their homelands need to be 
protected!

Wolf
Wolves travel in packs and work as a large team or family for their 
whole life. Indian wolves are smaller than traditional grey or brown 
wolves, and they also don’t howl very often. They are carnivores and 
are highly endangered, like tigers. 13
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The Theatre Company
It’s not just the actors who make the show!

Before the show opens there are lots of things that need doing to make 
sure that the audience enjoy the performance. The script needs writing, 
the music needs composing, the set needs designing and the actors need 
directing.

Find out below who is involved and what they need to be good at for 
their job.

Writer
Job: The Writer is the person who writes the 
script. They are also known as a ‘playwright’.

What they must be good at: The writer needs to 
be creative and good at writing. They also need 
to be able to work well alone.

Director 
Job: The Director is the person who brings all the 
different artistic elements together. They advise 
on the design, run the rehearsals and help the 
actors decide what to do on the stage.

What they must be good at: The director needs 
to be good at having an overall vision for the 
performance and an overseeing eye for 
everything that is happening. They need to be 
very creative and a good team leader.
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Musical Director 
Job: The Musical Director is responsible for teaching 
the actors the songs during the rehearsal process. 
They sometimes write and compose the music 
themselves, or they might choose appropriate music 
that’s been written by someone else. 

What they must be good at: The musical director 
needs to be very musical with a good knowledge of 
different songs and an ability to teach others. 

Designer
Job: The Designer is in charge of designing the set 
(what is on stage to help create the world of the 
play) and the costumes. They produce a model of 
the set which they show to the director and the 
actors. To see the designs and model box of The 
Jungle Book, go to page 21.

What they must be good at: The designer needs to 
be very artistic and have a good imagination to 
decide what the final set will look like.

Stage Manager 
Job: The Stage Manager is in charge of everything 
that happens onstage. They will work with the 
designer to make sure that they have all the props 
and that everything looks exactly like the designs. 
They will also organise the rehearsals and schedule.

What they must be good at: A stage manager needs 
to be organised, good at communicating, and very 
resourceful.
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Wardrobe Department
Job: The Wardrobe Department works with the 
designer to source and make all the costumes for 
the actors. Each day they have to wash and iron the 
costumes and do any last-minute repairs so that 
they look good for every performance.

What they must be good at: The wardrobe 
department must be very organised and good at 
sewing.

Lighting Designer 
Job: The Lighting Designer works with the designer 
to create the atmosphere in the theatre. They will 
choose the colours, the brightness, and the angle of 
the lights which will then be programmed into a 
computer so that they are the same in each 
performance.   

What they must be good at: The lighting designer 
needs to be artistic, and good with technical 
equipment.

Front of House  
Job: The Front of House team is in charge of looking 
after the audience. They sell tickets and 
programmes before the performance, and ice 
creams and drinks in the interval! They also help the 
audience find their seats.

What they must be good at: The front of house 
team must be very friendly and helpful.
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Which roles would you 
enjoy doing?
Work with a partner to fill in the diagram below. In the middle put the job 
title that you would most like and in the surrounding bubbles write what 
qualities you think you would need for that role.

As a class, see if you can make your own Theatre Company. 
Who would do what and why? Make sure everyone is 
involved!
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Be an actor!
With two partners see if you can act out the scene between Baloo, 
Bagheera and Tabaqui below. This is the moment in the play when Tabaqui 
tries to tell them Mowgli has been kidnapped.

SCENE 9: Back with Baloo and Bagheera.

Baloo is sobbing and blowing her nose on a huge hankie. Bagheera 

comforts them - unhappy herself. Tabaqui rushes in.

Tabaqui: Mowgli… Catches breath… they’re… Nearly 

faints. They’re….

Bagheera: They’re what?!

Tabaqui: They’re gone!

There was a Red Flower, a peanut and then whoosh!

Off into the heavens like a pocket rocket. It must be the 

monkeys!

Baloo: Hush you jabbering jester - we’re sad enough as it is 

without you chatting.

Tabaqui: I'm telling the tiger honest truth!

Baloo: Ha. That's funny - promise on the tiger - we all know 

you’ve made a deal with him - you become his spy -

and in return he wont douse you in ketchup and eat 

you.

Tabaqui: Have not!

Baloo: Have to.

Tabaqui: Have not!
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Baloo: Well, if you speak the truth - you will promise to never 

tell that you’ve seen us.

Tabaqui: Pinky promise. Cross my heart - but you’ve got to go 

and help them.

Bagheera: No - we will wait here for Mowgli - and trust them to 

come back when they’re good and ready.

Baloo: But if its true - the monkeys will drag Mowgli to the city 

where they might see…

Bagheera: None of this baloo - the moment we leave this spot -

Mowgli won't be able to find us. Now get you gone and 

take our secrets with you.

Tabaqui: But please/

Baloo cries again.

Bagheera: Get gone.

Tabaqui - who has genuinely taken a shining to Mowgli and wanted 

to help is hurt.

Tabaqui: If you wont help - I will.

End of scene

Questions to think about and try:
What do words or lines in italics mean?

Can you stage the scene in different ways?

Can you play the characters in different ways? Or with different emotions?

Try switching parts!
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Be a playwright!
When reading a book, a novel or something online, we are told a 
story or information by the writer directly. When we watch a 
play, we are told this story through the ‘dialogue’ – the words 
spoken in front of us by a character or narrator.

Before it reaches the stage though it is written in the script, 
which is a cross between the two! It is the writer writing the 
story down, for the actors, director and crew to translate into the 
performance.

Choose a short famous story, something that’s happened to you 
before, or make one up, and see if you can write it into a script. 
See a helpful template below

Character: words words words words words words
words (direction) words words

Stage directions

The character names go on 
the left followed by a 
colon, to show who’s 

saying what
The dialogue is written to 
the right of the character

Stage directions – things the character should 
do or things that happen, go on their own line, 

or mixed in with the text, in italics
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Set design

This is the sketch for what the stage 
designer wanted the Watermill’s 
production of The Jungle Book to look 
like.

A Model Box is then created to show 
what the set will look like in 3D. This is 

exactly 25 times smaller than the 
theatre.

The designs are then sent to the carpenters who create the pieces of the 
set in a gigantic shed. It is then transported to the Watermill and built in 

the theatre for the performance.
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Draw a set
Can you draw your own idea for a set for The Jungle Book?
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Costume Design
The wardrobe department are in charge of finding or making the 
costumes and then adjusting them to fit each actor. They also have to 
make sure that the costumes are perfect for each performance, which 
means that they must repair rips or tears.

Our wardrobe department will meet the designer a long time before the 
performance so that they have plenty of time to see the designs and get 
the costumes ready.

Below are some of the costumes designs for The Jungle Book
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Be a costume designer!
There are lots of different ways that you could design a costume for 
Baloo, Shere Khan or Kaa. See if you can come up with a couple of your 
own designs for the The Jungle Book characters below. You could even 
find and stick pieces of material next to the pictures to show what 
textures you might like for your design.



25

Can you label the 
instruments?
All of the instruments you can see below are played in the Watermill’s 
production of The Jungle Book. Can you match the picture to its name 
and what type of instrument it is?

Violin

Drums

Keyboard

Ukulele

Recorder

String

Keys

Woodwind

Percussion



26

Design a poster
The front cover of this pack is The Watermill’s poster for The Jungle Book. 
These are used to advertise productions. Can you design a poster that 
could be used to advertise The Jungle Book?
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Drama games
Here are some games you could play in class, on the playground or at 
home!

Fire Attack!

Everybody (besides one person) is put on a team, the teams are:

Monkey Panther Bear (you can make up more if you want 
to). 

The person who isn’t on a team is the fire. Each team stands in a corner 
of the room or playground and the fire goes in the middle. The fire says 
one of the team names, and those people walk around in a circle. The 
fire can call more than one. When they then say ‘Wildfire!’, once people 
are walking in a circle, they try to tag them. The people on the animal 
teams have to return to their corner once ‘Wildfire!’ has been called, but 
they cannot change direction from the circle they are walking in and can 
only go to their corner when they pass it. If you are tagged, you become 
part of the fire in the middle.

Splat!

Everybody stands in a circle with one person in the middle. The person in 
the middle points at someone and says ‘SPLAT!’ The person who is 
pointed at, has to duck down, and the two people next to them look at 
each other and say ‘SPLAT!’ The slowest person is out.

You can make this Animal Splat, by saying an animal instead of ‘Splat!’, 
and the two people either side have to make the noise of that animal.

Rock Paper Jungle!

The same rules as rock paper scissors but it is Monkey, Human and Tiger. 
Can you think of actions for each?

Monkey beats Human (kidnaps them!)
Human beats Tiger (chases them out of the jungle)
Tiger beats Monkey (gobbles them up!)
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Wordsearch
Find the words in the list below, as well as a secret animal word!
Some of them go backwards, and some are diagonal!

Bear
City
Family
Fire
India

Jackal
Jungle
Man Cub
Monkeys
Musical

Panther
Snake
Story
Watermill
Wolves
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Colouring
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Maze
Can you help Mowgli escape from the jungle, and pick up Baloo on the 
way?
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Crossword
Many of the answers are in the show and in this education pack, but you 
may need to research some of them!

Down
1.   To save Mowgli, the snake ____ the ……. ……. 
…… monkeys.
2.   The animals call the human child a ____ ……. 
……Cub.
4.   Author of The Jungle Book: Rudyard ____
7.   The animals call ‘fire’ the Red ____
8.   What is the name of the snake in The Jungle 
…….Book?
11. What is the largest animal that can be found 
…… in the jungle?
12. The Law of the _____

Across
3.   Where do the monkeys take Mowgli?
5.   Wolf word for Family?
6.   What country is The Jungle Book set in?
10. What animal is Tabaqui?
13. What is the name of the tiger in The ……. 
…… Jungle Book? ____ Khan
14. What kind of beetle was Derek in The ……. 
…….Watermill’s The Jungle Book?
15. What is the name of the human in The 
…….Jungle Book?
16. What is the largest jungle in the world? 
…….The ____ Rainforest
17. What is 9 across’ favourite food?

Down & Across
9. What are the names of the man cub’s ……. … 
…..adoptive Bear & Panther family?

1

2 3

4 5

6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13

14

15

16

17



32

Drums

Violin

Ukulele

Percussion

String

String

Recorder

Keyboard

Keyboard

Woodwind

Answers
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Answers
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